respect to any roof control violations or unsafe roof condi-
tions either immediately prior to Mr. Cox's discharge or in
the past.

Practically all of the witnesses who testified in this
case alluded to "bad top" or "adverse roof conditions" to one
degree or another in the mine.  However, I find no evidence
of any consistently bad top or unsafe roof conditions, nor do
I find any basis for concluding that the respondent totally
ignored the roof conditions or received any violations or
citations for roof control violations.  All of the witnesses
called by Mr. Cox confirmed that mine management addressed
their roof concerns by either installing longer roof bolts,
or constructing cribs and belt canopies in certain areas where
roof falls had occurred.  Cutting machine operator Wayne Lee
confirmed that roof conditions were freely discussed among the
miners and Mr. Jackson and Mr. Blankenship, and that correc-
tive action was always taken, albeit on one occasion, 2 or
3 days passed before a roof condition was corrected.  Mr. Lee
indicated that in certain instances when bad top was encoun-
tered, Mr. Jackson ordered additional roof bolting and rebolt-
ing, and also instructed that more coal pillars be left to
support the roof.  Mr. Lee also confirmed that Mr. Blankenship
discussed the roof-control plan with his crew.

Roof bolter operator Ramsey confirmed that anytime he
reported bad top conditions to his foreman, the foreman would
instruct him to install longer bolts or cribs.  On two occa-
sions where there were roof falls on a belt, management took
steps to support- the area with cribs and canopies, and
instructed the men as to the proper roof control procedures.
On several occasions when he was observed bolting out of
sequence, both Mr. Jackson and foreman Blankenship instructed
him to do it the proper way.

Coal drill operator Aaron Bender testified that manage-
ment never left adverse roof conditions unattended, and that
his foreman always addressed his concerns when bad top was
encountered by ordering the installation of longer bolts and
cautioning him to watch the roof, and to rebolt any adverse
roof areas.

Scoop operator Steve Mullins testified that steps were
taken to resecure any areas where falls had occurred, and
that cribs, headers, and canopies were installed in fall
areas to secure the roof.

Mr. poole himself conceded that management took steps to
support the roof in "a lot of the areas," took extra steps to
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